
THE HOLMFIRTH ARTS

FESTIVAL STORY

2007
The Holmfirth Arts Festival story

begins with the creation of

Holmfirth Art & Music.

The first three festivals are held in

June of each year and run by a

committee of volunteers. In

September 2010 Jonathon Best was

appointed the first Director of the

festival. 

www.holmfirthartsfestival.co.uk

2008-2010

2011
The Festival was granted charitable

status and agreed to operate as

Holmfirth Arts Festival rather than

Holmfirth Art & Music. 

Fiona Goh appointed as Festival

Director in February 2013 and

two year ACE funding is secured. 2013

2017

Bev Adams appointed as Festival

Director. Plans for 2018 are to

make the festival a 4 day event

preceded by 3-4 weeks of

community engagement

programming.

The Covid pandemic meant that regular

festival activity was cancelled.  An ‘online’

festival took  it’s place in the September

with over 48,000  interactions. All

contracted artists that year were paid 30%

of their fee at the start of lockdown and

the remaining 70% on submission of a

contribution to the online festival. 

2020

2024

The 2024 festival is planned

around the theme of ‘Flow’.

Starting with festival weekend the

15th/16th of June, with

programming running through to

September.
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